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Constitution  and  Pules  of  the  Communist  International. 

I.  NAM?  AND  OBJECTS. 

!•  The  Communist  International  -  the  International 
Workers’  Association  -  is  a  union  of  Commvinlst  Parties  In 
various  countries;  It  la  a  world  Communist  Party.  As  the 
leader  and  organiser  of  the  world  revolutionary  movement  of  the 
proletariat  and  the  bearer  of  the  principles  and  alma  of 
Communism,  the  Communist  International  strives  to  win  over 
the  majority  of  the  working  class  and  the  bread  strata  of  the 
property-less  peasantry,  fights  for  the  establishment  of  the 
world  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  for  the  establishment 
of  a  ’Porld  T»:;i-*n  of  Socialist  Soviet  Republics,  for  the 
complete  abelltlon  of  classes  and  for  the  achievement  of 
Socialism  -  the  first  stage  of  Communist  society. 

2.  The  various  Parties  affiliated  to  the  Communist  Inter¬ 
national  are  called  the  Communist  Party  of,  ...  name  of 
country  (Section  of  the  Communist  International),  m  any  given 
country  there  can  be  only  one  Communist  Party  affiliated  to  ‘ 
the  Communist  International  and  representing. Its  Section  In 
that  country. 

3.  Membership  of  the  Communist  Party  and  of  the  Communist 
mternatlonal  Is  open  to  all  these  who  accept  the  programme  and 
rules  of  the  given  Communist  Party  and  of  the  Communist  Inter¬ 
national,  who  Join  one  of  the  basic  units  of  a  Party,  actively 
work  In  It,  abide  by  all  the  decisions  of  the  Party  and  of  the 
Communist  International,  and  regularly  pay  Party  dues: 

4.  The  basic  unit  of  the  Communist  party  organization 

is 
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le  t.he  )iuoJ.eiiB  in  tho  •pJAoe  Mi  ff3wyfcor:#’,  iworkahop,  mine, 

oiTioa,  atoT'e,  farm,  D'fjs.i  r^iioL  miib'jr.  a3J-  the  Party  csemberB  ooip^ 

loyed  jjti  the  glTen  anteirnrlsen 

•  “  . 

S.  The  Caumunlet  Intomational  ond  its  Sootlona  are  built 

up  on  the  hafci.n  of  deciworatlo  c»eut7r?xXi,jn,,  the  fiuidamental  jirinolplaa 

% 

ol’  whloh  di  '.ilooti  )a  cH  the  l.attuJjug  oouanittaeB  of  the 

•*  •  t 

Party,  ciibox’dinate  and  oupei-’lox*,  (by  genei'al  meeting?  of  party 

/ 

membeva,  coaferenoes,  o.Togi'esses  and  intemation.al  norogreosea ) ; 
b)  periodical  reports  by  leading  Party  ooriniLt-tee?  to  their  oon- 
Hoitnentaj  a)  deoisiona  of  /mpei'ior  I^ty  ooimnittees  to  bo  obliga—  '' 
tory  for  aubordJLnate  lionroltteea,  atrJot  Party  diseipl^jie  end  pcronpt 

ei’^cn ’ti*/;  of  the  deoiaions  of  the  Conraunlat  International,  of  its 

< 

loadlrog  ooojntJ  tteea  and  of  the  looding  Party  oirgana* 

Party  queatlona  may  bo  disouaned  by  tho  membora  of  the 
Party  and  by  party  orgonisotione  ^lubil  /luoli  time  aa  a  deoiaion  ia 
taken  upon  them  by  the  ccmj'jetotit  Party  ooromittoeso  .ffft.nr  a  deoi— 
aion  httn  been  taken  by  tho  Oongroan  of  the  Oomroimiet  International,’ 
by  tho  CoiTgi’ea  of  i-.ho  Comljiterni  and  of  ito  7ariou8  Seotiona, 
those  deoiaious  must  be  unroaecr redly  ncrx*iod  c’tt  oven  if  a  Ceotion  , 
of  the  party  memberahip  or  of  the  local  Forty  a:  ganlaetiona  are’ In’  ,  i 
dxrrcgjLoement  v,m  u*.  ^ 

*  t  ‘ 

In.  oaees  wiierre  a  Party  oxiyte  .lUega.lly,  the  /*ip«rlar  Party 
committoee  may  appoint  the  aubordincte  o.jaimitteen  and  ooopt  members  ‘ 
on  their  cvo  j^i^iiultteeo,  subjoot  to  aubitoquont  ondoi'aement  by  tho 
o.j  potent  superior  Party  oonmiitteoo. 

So  la  all  non— Party,  workers^  and  poaeonte*  nmus  organiaa** 

timj  ■  /‘j’ 
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‘9.  ^  3  - 

t1 one  and  In  their  leading  ownmltteea  (trade  unions |  oo-opera- 

iiivQ  societies,  sport  organisations,  ex-eorrioe  mon*8  organisations, 
congress  and  oonferenoes  in  the  munieipalitles  and  town  oounoils, 
oorliamants  etc.)  frtieTe  there  are  only  two  Party  members  in  such 
organisations  and  bodies,  Oomsonist  fraotions  must  be  formed  for 
Che  purpose  of>*strengihening  the  Party*  s  influenoe  and  for  carrying 
out  ita  policy  in  these  organisations  and  bodies. 

7.  The  Communist  firaotlens  are  subordinated  to  the  competent 
v'arty  bodies. 

Note: 

1.  Communist  fractions  in  International  organisations  (Red 
International  of  Labour  Unions,  International  Class  Ifas  Prisoners 

lid  Society,  International  Workers  Relief  etc. )  are  subordinate 

\ 

to  the  BxecutlTe  Ckxnmittee  of  the  Grmmunist  International. 

The  organisational  structure  of  the  Communist  fractions 
end  the  manner  in  v^ich  their  work  is  guided  are  detemined  by 

N 

^'•peclal  Instructions  from  the  Executire  Committee  of  the  Communist 

•  ’  I  * 

International  and  from  the  Central  '^vtomlttees  of  the  glTen.Sec- 
tlons  of  the  Cosiintern. 


V 
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IX*  m  WORLD  CONCSBSS  OF  THE  COMMUNIST 
INTERNATIONAL. 

8.  The  supreme  bodj  of  the  CcHmmmlst  Intematloa^  la  the 
Congress  of .  represeatatives  of  all  portlos  (Seotloas]  and 

:xTgani  eat  ions  affiliated  to  the  Commonlst  International* 

Tlie  World  Congress  dlsousses  and  decides  programme,  tactical 

end  organisational  questions  connected  with  the  activities  of  the 

C-TTirrmlst  International  and  of  Its  varioue  Sections.  Power  to 

nl'^^r  the  programme  and  rules  of  tho  Communist  International  lies  I 

e/cluslvely  with,  the  Wbrld  Congress  of  the  Ccoiimnlst  International. 

•  *  • 

Tie  World  Congress  shall  be  convened  once'  every  two  years, 
date  of  the  Congress  and  the  number  of  repraaentatlves  from 
various  Sections  to  the  Congress  to  be  determined  by  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  Committee  of  the  Communist  International. 

The  number  of  decisive  votes  to  be  allocated  to  each  Section 
«.!'•  the  World  Congress  shall  be  determined  by  a  special  decision  of 
’•he  Congress  Itself,  in  accordance  with  tho  membership  of  the 
g''^en  Party  and  the  political  Importance  of  the  given  oountry. 

.■'elegates  to  the  Cfmgress  must  have  a  free  mandate;  no  liiq;>aratlve 

# 

'(V'udate  can  be  recognised. 

9.  Special  Congresses  of  the  Commanlpt  International  shall 
.  convened  on  the  demand  of  Parties  which,  at  the  preceding 

'for Id  Congress  had  an  aggregate  of  not  less  than  one  half  of  the 
crcisive  votes*. 

10.  The  World  Cohgrese  elects  the  Executive  Committee  of 

•  '  •> 

r.?  'lo/rvnist  International  {B?tc^?fcl^)  and  the  International 

Control 
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Control  Commission  (I.C.C*). 

11*  The  headquartei's  of  the  Szeoutlve  Oooimlttee  Is  decided 
on  b”  the  World  Cdngrtss* 


4 


III.  THT  ErfiOU'n:\rE  COMMITTEjS  cf  the  ■ 

COMMOl^ST  INTKnN\TIONAL  AND  ITS 
STJ3SN3IARY  BODIES. 

12.  ‘fiid  laadiuti  body  >-^2  the  S«ai'iitJLa;i.afc  lutainatlanal  In  tho 

pei’lod  bacwoaij  C'*Cfiroaa6'J  Jo  ths  Oanra-ltt, ^hloh  gives 

Instruotlons  to  all  the  SeotioMS  tho  CoriTniu Internetlonal 
•ud  oontrois  their  eobivity. 

Tho  2.  C.  G  .  I.  publJahes  the  Centir«.l  Organ  y2  the  Communist 

lotti'nations].,  in  not  less  than  four  languagos. 

« 

13.  The  dooiaioas  of  tho  E.O.CoI.  are  obligatory  far  all 
tho  Sootlona  of  th«?  Ocnanuniub  Intojmational  and  muat  bo. promptly  • 
carried  out.  The  Seotioua  have  the  v-cght  to  appool  against  deoi- 
liions  of  tho  E.G.G.I.  to  th;:  Ifcu’ld  Go.igr’jes>  but  must  continue 

to  carry  out  euoh  dooiaio'JB  pending  tho  docinion  of  tho  World 
Corigreos. 

14.  The  Central:.  Ctramitteee  of  tho  varir.uc  Si'OtionB  of  the 

Xnm’jjiint  InH-cmationel  are  rooponalblo  to  their  respccttive  annul, 
o-  .  'or’d  deoi*?’.,  '  Goag;.co..'iS  and  of  Central  Cozmoitteea 

of  Portloa  and  also  to  make  .decisions  which  are  obligatory  for 
them.  (Gf.  Par.  IS).  - 

15.  The  E.G.C.I.  hao  tho  right  to  expel  fr  /a  the  C<Tiiunual«t 
P  ternat tonal,  entire  So<ition«,  groups  end  individu?il  members 

who  violate  tho  prji^ramme  and  rules  ■'/f  the  C^j^mnmiab  International 
or  the  deoiaions  of  the  World  Gongreos  and  of  the  E.G.G.I.  Poraona 
r.nn  bodies  3-.^e:Lled  ha  re  the  right  cf  appeal  to  tho  World  Congress. 

16.  • 
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.  16«  The  progrtmmes  of  tho  various  Sections  of  the  Coomiunlst 
International  must  be  endorsed  by  the  EcC,C.I.  In  tho  event  of 
the  B.C.C«I.  refusing  to  endorse  a  programme,  the  Section  concerned 
has  the  right  to  appeol  to  tho  Wor^.d  Congress  of  tho  Communist 
International. 

17.  The  leading  organa  of  the  press  of  the  various  Sections 
of  tho  Connuinlst  Intornatlonal  must  publish  all  the  decisions  and 

documents  of  the  E*G.C»I«  These  decisions  must,  as  far 
as  possible,  bo  published  also  In  tho  other  organs  of  the  Party 
•  press. 

18.  The  B.C.G.I.  has  tho  right  to  accept  affiliation  to  the 
Communist  International  of  organisations  and  Parties  sympathetic 
to  Communism,  suoh  organisations  to  have  on  advisory  vote. 

19.  Tho  E.C.C.I.  elects  a  Presidium  responsible  to  tho 
E.C.G.I,,  which  acts  as  the  x>ermanent  body  carrying  out  all  tho 
-'islnesa  of  the  E.C.C.I.  In  the  interval  between  the  meetings  of 
the  latter. . 

20.  The  E.C.C.I.  and  its  Presidium  has  the  right  to  es- 
cabliah  Permanent  Bureaux  CWestern  Europeon,  South,  Auer lean, 

Eastern  and  other  Bureaux  of  the  E.C.C.I.)  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  closer  contact  with  the  various  Soptlons  of  tho 
CoPinainlst  International ' and  In  order  to  bo  bettw  able  to  guide 
their  work." 

Note: 

Ihe  scope  of  the  activities  of  the  permanent  bureaux  of  the 
E.C.C.I.  shall  be  determined  by. the  E.C.C.I.  or  by  Its  presidium. 

•'  mv 

The 
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Mie  Seotions  of  the  Coaununiet  Intemetioiiftl  iKrtiloh  oomo  within  the 


ecope  of  ttotiyltiae  of  the  permanent  bureaux  of  the  S*C*C*I«  must 

« 

be  informed  by  the  powers  oonferred  on  these  bureaux* 

21*  The  Seotiona  nuat  oarry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
pormonent  bureaux  of  the  S.G.G*!*  Sections  may  appeal  against  the 
ItLstructions  of  the  permanent  bxxreaux  to  the  £.C*C*I*  or  to  its 
P:.'ofiidiiim»  but  must  oontlnue  to  oarry  out  such  instructions  pending, 
the  decision  of  B*C*C.I.  or  of  its  Presidium. 

22*  The  S.C.C.I*  and  its  Presidium  have  the  right  to  send 
their  representatives  to  the  various  Seotiona  of  the  Comnmnist 
International.  Such  representativee  roooive  their  instructions 
from  the  S*C.C*1*  or  from  its  Presidium,  and  are  responsiblo  to  ' 
them  for  their  activities.  Represontatlves  of  the  E.C.G.I.  have 
the  right  to  participate  in  meetings  of  the  central  Party  bodies 
as  of  the  local  organisations  of  the  sections  to  which  - 
t:.3/  are  sent*  Representatives  of  the  B.C.G*!.  must  oarry  out 
;heir  commission  in  close  contact  with  the  Central  Ccomitteo  of 
'■he  Section  to  t^diloh  they  are  sent.  They  raoy,  hwever,  speak  In 
o.'.posltlon  to  the  Central  Comittee  of  the  givon  Section,  at 
Congresses  and  Conferences  if  that  Section,  if  the  line  of  tha 

i 

leutral  Cotnmittee  of  the  given  Seotlrh,  at  C^hgresses  and  Conferenoes 
of  the  given  Section,  at  Congresses  and  Conferences  of  that  Sed*^ 
tlou,  if  the  line  of  the  Central  Conmlttee  in  question  diverges 
i.'o^  the  Instructions  of  the  E.C*C*I*  Representatives  of  the 
£<.0.0*1.  are  especially  obliged  to  supervise  the. carrying  out  of 
the  decisions  of  the  World  Congresses  end  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 


tee 
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tee  of  the  GoimL.inlst  International. 

The  E.C.C.I.  and  Its  Prealdlum  also  ha-'^e  the  right  to  send 
Infitruotore  to  the  various  Sections  of  the  Gominunlst  International*. 
The  powers  and  duties  of  instructors  ere  determined  by  the  E.C.C.I., 
to  trtiom  the  Instri'otors  are  responsible  In  their  work. 

23.  nestings  of  the  B.C.G.I.  must  take  plaoo  not  less  then 
once  every  six  months.  A  quonm  must  consist  of  not  less  than  one 
half  of  the  membership  of  the  E.G.G.I. 

S4.  Meetings  of  the  Presidium  of  the  E.G.G.I.  must  take 
place  not  less  than  once  a  fortnight.  A  quorum  must  ooiisist  of 
not  less  than  one  half  of  the  membership  of  the  Presidium. 

25.  The  Presidium  elects  the  Political  Secretariat^  whl^h 
is  empowered  to  take  decisions,  and  which  also  prepares  questions 
for  the  meetings  of  the  E.G.G.I.  end  of  Its  Presidium,  and  acts 
as  their  exclutlve  body. 

26.  The  presidium  appoints  the  editorial  committoe  of  the 
periodical  and  other  publications  of  the 'Communist  International. 

Vim  The  Presidium  of  the  E.G^C.!*  sets  up  a  Department  * for 
«Tork  Among  Wexcan  Toilers,  permanent  committooa  for  guiding  the 
work-  of  definite  groups  of  Sections  of  the  Communist  I;iternational 
(Lander  Seoretairlats)  and  other  departments  necessary  for  its 
work. . 


f- 
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17.  THB  INTKRNITIONAL  CONTOOL  COMMISSION. 

I 

28.  Th®  IntemaHoQftl  Control  CommlsAlon  inTostlgates  niftttore 
oonoez*ning  th®  unity  of  the  Seotlons  affiliated  to  the  ConmzaniBt 
International  and  also  matters  oonneoted  with  the  Comiminlat  oonduot 
of  individual  members  of  the  various  Seotlons. 

For  this  purpose  the  I«C*C.: 

a)  Szamines  oczi^laints  against,  the  aotions  of  Central  Commit-  ^ 

tees  of  CooDiunist  Parties  lodged  by  Party  members  irtio  have  been 

I 

subjected  to  di80ix>linary  measures  for  political  differenoes; 

b)  Szamines  subh  analogous  matters  oonoerning  members  of  ^ 

central  bodies  of  Communist  Parties  and  of  individual  Party  members 

% 

es  it  deems  neoessary,  or  which  are  submitted  to  it  by  the  deciding  { 
bodies  of  the  E.C.C.I, ;  i 

cj  Audits  the  accounts  of  the  Communist  International.  | 

The  Internatior.el  Control  Commission  must  not  intervene  in  f 

the  political  differences  or  in  organisational  end  administrative  '  '  I 

> 

conflicts  In  the  C(zdmunlst  Parties.  f 

The  headquarters  of  the  I.C.C.  are  fixed  by  the  I.C.C..  ' 

in  agreement  with  the  B.G.C.It  f 

'  i. 

\ 


■  ,  .. 
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V.  THE  RELATIONSHIPS  BETWEEN  THE  SECTIONS  OP 
THE  COMMUNIST  INTERNATIONAL  AND  THE  slciO.!* 

29 «  The  Central  Coamilttees  of  Seotlona  affiliated  to  the  Com¬ 
munist  International  and  the  Central  Committees  of  affiliated  sym¬ 
pathising  organisations  must  send  to  the  E»C«C.I.  the  Minutes  of 
their  meeting  and  reports  ^f  thoir  work. 

30*  Resignation  from  offioe  by  indiTidual  members  or  greups 
of  members  of  Central  Committees  of  the  various  Seotions  are  regarded 
as  disruption  of  the  Communist  movement.  Leading  posts  in  the  Party 
do  not  belong  to  the  oooux>imt  of  that  post,  but  to  the  Communist 
International  as  a  whole.  Elected  members  of  the  Central  leading 
bodies  of  the  various  Seotions  may  resign  before  their  time  of 
offioe  expires,  only  with  the  consent  of  the  E*C.C*I*  Resignations 
aooepted  by  Central  Committees  of  Seotions  without  the  consent  of 
the  E.C.C.I.  are  invalid* 

31.  The  Seotions  affiliated  to  the  Communist  International 
must  maintain  olose  organisational  and  informational  oontaot  with 
eiioh  other,  arrange  for  mutual  representation  at  eaoh  others  oon- 

•  I 

ferenbes  end  congresses,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  E.C.C*!.,  ex¬ 
change  leading  comrades.  This  applies  partioulio^ly  to  the  Sections 
?n  imperial  countries  and  their  colonies,  and  to  the  Sections  in 
countries  adjacent  to  eaoh  other; 

t 

32*  Two  ot*  more  Seotions  of  the  Communist  International  which, 
(like  the  Seotions  in  the  Scandinavian  countries  and  in  the  Balkans) 
are  politically  connected  with  eaoh  other  by  common  conditions  of ' 

struggle*  '  ‘ 


struggle,  may,  with  the  oonsent  of  the  B.C.C.I.,  form  federations 
for  the  jnirx>08e  of  co-ordinating  their  eotivities,  such  federations 
to  work  under  the  guidance  and  control  of  the  E.C.C.I*  , 

33.  The  Sections  of  the  Comintern  must  regularly  pay  affilia¬ 
tion  dues  to  the  E.C.C.I.;  the  amount  of  such  dues  to  be  determined 
^‘iy  the  E.C.C.X. 

34.  Congresses  of  the  various  Sections,  ordinary  and  special, 
can  be  convened  only  with  the  oonsent  of  the  B.C.C.I. 

In  the  event  of  a  Section  failing  to  convene  a  party  conference, 
or  Plenum  of  its  Central  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
questions  for  the  World  Congress. 

35.  T5ie  Young  Conmuniet  Internationel  is  a  Section  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  International  with  full  rights  and  is  subordinate  to  the  B.C.C. 


36.  The  Communist  Parties  must  be  prepared  for  transition  to 
illegal  conditions.  The  E.C.C.X.  must  render  the  Parties  concerned' 
assistance  in  their  preparations  for  transition  to  illegal  conditions. 

37.  Individual  members  of  Sections  of  the  Conmunist  International^ 

may  pass  from  one  country  to  another  only  with  the  oonsent  of  the  ■ 

'  '  ^ 

C3ntral  Committee  of  the  Section  of  vdiich  they  are  members.  ' 

Communists  changing  their  domicile  must  Join  the  Section  in 
the  country  of  their  new  domicile.  Communists  leaving  their  country 
without  the  oonsent  of  the  Central  Committee  of  their  Section,  ikust  'M. 
not  be  accepted  into  other  Sections  of  the  CoiLmunist  International.  •  v 
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